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The South African Medical Research Council
recognises the catastrophic and persisting consequences of colonialism and
apartheid, including land dispossession and the intentional imposition of

educational and health inequities.

Acknowledging the SAMRC'’s historical role and silence during apartheid,
we commit our capacities and resources to the continued promotion of justice and

dignity in health research in South Africa.
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CVD research in SSA: epidemiological agenda

driving the agenda

SSAis undergoing a profound shift from infectious to chronic diseases.

NCDs (CVD, cancer, diabetes, chronic respiratory disease, mental health)
now account for a rapidly growing share of mortality and morbidity: NCDs
contributed ~37% of deaths by 2019, up from 24% in 2000, and are
projected to become the leading cause of death by 2030.

CVD burden is compounded by demographic change, urbanisation, and
risk factors such as obesity, diet, and physical inactivity alongside endemic
infections.
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Chart 1: Population in regions, 1950-2100
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Chart 5: Population pyramid per African income group by gender and 5-year age group, 2025 vs 2050
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Fig. 1. WHO NCD Portal Estimated deaths caused by the four main NCDs in the WHO African Region

(2000-2019). [ ]
Barry A, et al. Non-communicable diseases in the WHO African region: analysis of risk factors, mortality, MRC\§
and responses based on WHO data. Sci Rep 2025;15(1):12288. doi: 10.1038/s41598-025-97180-3. -
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Research platforms and collaborations in SSA

NCD research is largely organised through international and regional
consortia, including:
Multinational implementation research programmes (e.g., GACD-funded studies)

Public—private initiatives such as NCD “Open Labs”
Academic networks and centres of excellence (e.g., chronic disease networks)

Regional research networks now support hundreds of investigators and
multiple hubs across Africa, strengthening the evidence base and
collaboration.

Africa’s NCD research ecosystem is increasingly networked, but still highly
dependent on external coordination and funding.
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Landscape of CVD research in SSA

There has been measurable progress in:

* Clinical research infrastructure

* Biobanking and genomics

« Data science and Al applications in public health

However, constraints remain:

» Limited research workforce density

* Uneven infrastructure distribution

* Weak integration between research and health systems
* Limited clinical trials

MRCY

10

| [0UD0 10 0110 D0OHUO GmND 10 00 0 DIODEE 10 000 1000 IO DOAR 1 00 DONID 1NE000 O
Funding landscape: structural imbalance

Dominance of infectious disease funding

Historically, global health financing in SSA has been heavily skewed
toward infectious diseases:

<3% of development assistance for health is directed to NCDs,
despite their rising burden.

Major GH funding platforms still prioritise HIV, TB, and malaria.

Therefore, NCD and CVD research remains comparatively underfunded
relative to disease burden.
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Interruption to research operations

Loss of employment

Loss of training opportunities

Undermining trust in science

Impact on research infrastructure
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Implications of funding withdrawal

“We are at risk of missing
out on a generation of
scientists — because
people will leave”.

New York Times
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budgets).

* Implication:

country level.
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Domestic financing constraints

African governments face major fiscal limitations:
* NCDs often receive a small fraction of national health budgets.
* Preventive care is particularly underfunded (as low as ~3—4% of health

* High out-of-pocket expenditure dominates NCD care financing.

There is limited fiscal space for sustained NCD research investment at
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Role of external funders

NCD research funding in Africa is largely driven by:

» Bilateral agencies (e.g., NIH, UKRI)

* Multilateral organisations (WHO, World Bank)

» Philanthropic foundations (e.g., Wellcome Trust, Gates Foundation)
* Collaborative multilateral platforms (e.g., GACD)

These funders support multi-country studies, build capacity in

implementation science, enable large-scale collaborations

However, funding is fragmented, often short-term and project-based,
not always aligned with national priorities
MRC)
e
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Emerging financial shifts

There is growing recognition that:

» Domestic resource mobilisation is essential for sustainability

* Innovative financing mechanisms (e.g., sin taxes, insurance reforms)
are needed

* Investment cases (e.g., Ethiopia) show that NCD prevention yields
economic returns (for example, NCDs in Ethiopia were estimated to
cost ~1.84% of GDP annually, strengthening the case for investment).
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Key systemic challenges

Across both research and funding, several structural challenges
persist:

Misalignment between burden and investment (rapidly rising NCD burden,
disproportionately low funding)

Fragmentation of research efforts (multiple funders, limited coordination, lack of
harmonised data systems)

Weak translation into policy (evidence often not integrated into health systems,
limited implementation science capacity)

Equity and leadership gaps (African institutions still underrepresented in agenda-
setting, dependence on Global North funding structures)

MRCY
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Strategic opportunities

Despite these challenges, several opportunities are emerging:

Integration with existing platforms (Leveraging HIV/TB infrastructure for
hypertension and diabetes screening and chronic care delivery models)

Implementation science leadership (Africa is well-positioned to lead
globally in context-specific delivery models, health systems innovation)

Data and genomics revolution (Expansion of African genomic initiatives,
improved epidemiological surveillance)

Policy momentum (Increasing recognition of NCDs as a development
priority, alignment with Universal Health Coverage and SDGs)

MRE}
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Current state of NCD research and funding in SSA

A rapidly expanding but structurally underfunded research domain,

characterised by growing scientific capacity and collaboration, yet
constrained by historical funding imbalances, weak domestic

investment, and limited translation into policy and practice.
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SAMRC GRANT PROGRAMS

Annual RFA on variety of topics
R200k p.a. over 3 years
RFA release Apr/May

GRANTS INNOVATION

(0] ional RFA
AND PRODUCT U;Ctst; (?M p.a.sover 3 years
DEVELOPMENT RFA — Feb/Mar

Occasional RFAs
Up to R2M p.a. over 1-3 years
Potential RFA around Apr/May - TBC

https://www.samrc.ac.za/funding/request-for-applications
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) GAC D About GACD Funding opportunities Research and capacity Ourimpact Resources

unding opportun|t|es

Home » Funding opportunities

Since 2011, the GACD has awarded
over $375 million in implementation
science research grants focused on
preventing and managing NCDs in
low-resource contexts.

https://www.gacd.org/funding
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m National Institutes of Health Q
Turning Discovery Into Health Virtual Tour  En Espafiol

Health Information Grants & Funding News & Events Research & Training Institutes at NIH About NIH

Home

GRANTS & FUNDING

The National Institutes of Health is the largest public funder of biomedical research in the world. The NIH
invests most of its nearly $48 billion budget in medical research seeking to enhance life and to reduce illness

and disability. NIH-funded research has led to breakthroughs and new treatments helping people live longer,

healthier lives, and building the research foundation that drives discovery.
eRA Commons

Grants Home Page Find Funding

‘.g E ' r -
% &J NIH’s central resource for grants and = NIH offers funding for many types of
9 ¢ N Kipon 4 _‘

\

w  funding information. grants, contracts, and even programs that

» l",, \ ‘i help repay loans for researchers.
b lll
BE TR =y .

https://www.nih.gov/grants-funding

NIH Common Fund
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Communities v Guidelines & Statements v Journals Meetings v Education ¥ Members/Councils v Research Programs v
Member

Home / Research Programs / Funding Opportunities

AHA Research Grant Funding Opportunities

Application Instructions (PDF) Required Application Documents Supporting Sudden Cardiac Arrest Research  ProposalCentral

The American Heart Association is the largest non-profit, non-governmental funder of cardiovascular and cerebrovascular research in the U.S.
Many research programs are offered annually, and others are one-time grants. Some programs require pre-proposals, with full proposals by
invitation only. Watch this page for updates on funding opportunities and proposal deadlines.

Please visit the Application Resources page for answers on AHA policies and restrictions, application preparation, and general guidelines.

https://professional.heart.org/en/research-programs/aha-funding-opportunities
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Gates Foundation About us v Our work v Ideas Vv

Home About How we work Grant opportunities

How we work Grant Opp Ortunities

Our commitment to grantees
— Grant opportunities ) L . N
The foundation awards the majority of its grants to U.S. 501(c)(3) organizations and
Grant applicant FAQ other tax-exempt organizations identified by our staff. (Tax status definitions)

(Glossary of terms)
What we do not fund

Request for proposals (RFP):
Strategic Investments

e Grant opportunities

https://www.gatesfoundation.org/about/how-we-work/grant-opportunities
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w Research funding Vv Engagement and advocacy vV Our priorities Vv Articles and reports VvV About us VvV Search Q
wellcome

Home | Research funding

Research funding

We fund research to improve life, health and
wellbeing through new knowledge and
understanding.

Credit: Wellcome
Licence: Attribution CC BY

https://wellcome.org/research-funding

ﬂ—:r Supported by the

= European Union

'A‘N PROJECTS OUR WORK FUNDING NEWS & RESOURCES ABOUT US Q -
EDCTP

HOME > FUNDING

Funding

EDCTP supports collaborative clinical trials and clinical studies on poverty-
related infectious diseases, as well as the capacity for conducting clinical trials

and related research in sub-Saharan Africa.

What we fund

https://www.edctp.org/funding/
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Funding opportunities in research and
iInnovation

Funding programmes and open Fellowships and individual Prizes
calls research grants e e

e e e

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities en
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Funding opportunities

https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding-opportunities
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UK Research Apply for funding Manage your award What we do  News and events

and InnOVatlon Who we are  Our councils

AHRC BBSRC ESRC EPSRC Innovate UK |MRC| NERC Research England

STFC

Home > Medical Research Council (MRC) > Guidance for applicants > Types of funding we offer

Types of funding we offer

KL

We support and advance medical research, spending around £800 million each year. .
Medical

We do this by providing research grants and career awards to scientists. Our funding Research
opportunities are: Council

https://www.ukri.org/councils/mrc/quidance-for-applicants/types-of-funding-we-

offer// .
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ourFocus = o &% SCIENCE FOR Q
stay Updated ) J ‘.AFRICA () (@) (@) (@) (@)
Policies OUNDATION

OUR STRATEGIC PLAN

Science for Africa Foundation (SFA Foundation) is a pan-
African, non-profit, public charitable organisation
created to support, strengthen, and promote science
and innovation in Africa.

https://scienceforafrica.foundation/
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Fostering Biomedical and Healthcare Talent

Fellowships Grants Mentorships

https://www.trialect.com
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an Open Access Journal by MDPI

Special Issue: Cardiometabolic Complications in People with HIV

Guest Editor Short Information about the Special Issue:

Dr. Ntobeko Ntusi This Special Issue will welcome manuscripts on the epidemiology, natural history, pathophysiological mechanisms, clinical burden, and
President and Chief Executive Officer, outcome of cardiometabolic complications and multimorbidity (e.g., cardiovascular disease, stroke, dyslipidemia, and insulin resistance) in
South African Medical Research Council

Professor of Medicine. people living with HIV. In addition, articles focusing on integrative analyses of chronic inflammation, immune activation, and antiretroviral

University of Cape Town therapy-related metabolic disturbances to identify biomarkers and therapeutic interventions will form part of the scope of this Special

Issue.
Deadline for manuscript submissions: i i
30 April 2027 Author Benefits

3 OpenAccess Unlimited and free access for readers

c . . . < .

hitps:// - mdpi.com/journaliviru € No Copyright Constraints Retain copyright of your work and free use of your article
ses/special_issues/PI4UGEOORP 8 Thorough Peer-Review

/|  No Space Constraints, No Extra Space or Color Charges No restriction on the maximum length of the papers,
number of figures, or use of colors
©  Rapid Publication A first decision is provided to authors approximately 17.2 days after submission; acceptance to

publication is undertaken in 2.7 days (median values for papers published in this journal in the second half of 2025)
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